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IT LOOKS 
NICE IN AUTUMN, 
DOESN'T IT? 


(INCIDENTALLY, YOU'RE NOT 
LOOKING TOO BAD YOURSELF... 


ISN'T THIS ALA, 


WHAT'S HAPPENING 
TOYOUR SKIN 


NOTICE. 


You 

IT'S THE WHITE HANG... IT MAKES 

IME LOOK MORE LYSTORUEHT 
THAN T AM, 


HE'S REALLY PKED \’ HE'S OUT 
GB, Y'KNOW? HE DOESN'T ' LOOKING FOR 
A HOUSE 
FORUS. DID T 


LONG IT'S TAKING FOR 
BE.,, WELL, I DON'T KNOW WHAT ye we THE FLIES TO DIE 
I THOUGHT. < | OFF THIS YEAR? 


BUT IT WAS AMAZING... 

THEY JUST EXPLAINED EVERY- f] 

THING AWAY AS “MASS - NORMAL, WHATEVER 
HYSTERIA," STUFF A} | NORMAL’ 
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OUR MOTEL 1S AL OF 'EM. I WONDERED IF IT 
| WAS, I DUNNO, SOMETHING TO DO WITH THE 
; CLASSHOUSE EFFECT, OR... 
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The human story ox 
of a boy and an alien. \ 
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By Greg Potter, 
Gene Colan and 
Klaus Janson 


From the new OG. 
There’s no 
stopping us now! 
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YOU HAVE TO 
UFT THE MATTRESS Jf 
RIGHT GZ.. _ Mi 


AIS S oe We WG, Rom 
ADSI ye 


Was 
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{ SAVEITFOR THE MY WIFE AND T'LL 
FERRETT. KNOW! 


HE WILL NOT 


on licensing, and creative — 


Also designed for CBS/Broadcast_ 


‘wemay get hia nemetn iohts onedey. ) 


| services projects. He does a finejobat | 


all of them and he is Neal Pozner, our 
| design director. 


Me Adesign director does: 


oe of the lwo, and either or of wr 
both of sage in conjunction with art. | | 


Neal designed the logo at 


and ‘maxi-series. He has 


d: our Anniversary logo; The : 


: n, Son of Saturn logo; most of our 
“house ads; many of our store posters; 
the logo for our 24-issue Who's Who: 

‘The Definitive Di of the DC 

| Universe (released in 1985),a8 well as 
the page layout for those books; and so 
much more that time and apace for 
detailing his efforts simply don’t exist. 
- Lasked Neal for some biographical 
information. At first he seemed 
hesitant—seeme he'd rather earn the 
respect of his peers than see his name 
in lights. Rereiens I persisted 


a el seeecabes information 
requested. My suggestion would be to 
with sees the mini-series is a bit 


de o Ate so Thank You 


: cites thn bosoms crcted stk 


: pe 


ring with the pied epee ‘of the 
mastodons. This is the — the 
twentieth century. 

It was here that the Empe: 


Napoleon faltered and lost faith with after 
- Nobody ever found out. 


the New World. He sold it to Thomas 
Jefferaon, 909,130 square miles of it, 
for fifteen million dollars, and the 
United States doubled in size 
overnight. But there are certain 
territories which, though they may be 
sold, can never truly be owned. There 


of something older than ourselves. 
Berries the color of iodine glisten 
i adows. Insects 


|. After an hour they went away _ 
again to lead largely happy lives, _ 
leaving crushed fern, crumpled —__ 


‘tissues, and one third of a bottle of — . 


Sangria. The Swamp devoured it, 


without haste. _ Ss 
Two men with eyes aedulland Sates 
nail-heads came, leaving behind them 


five cases of whiskey and one dead — 
man. The whiskey they returned for _ 
a fortnight. This was long ago. : 


And there was a teenage girl who — 
algo came, her despair so fierce and 
black that ike midges would not gather 
to her, The shopping bag in her hand 
contained something small and cold 


. and still and a stone to weight it down 
ore oneinin bneciianion hal ee popery 


with. Her heart contained the same. 


things, but after a different fashion. 
. The first she let slip beneath the: 


iridescent scum. The second she took 
and carried with her always. 
Swamp devoured them, 
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Hi, here we are back at the swamp, 
with an extra-special anhouncement. 
Coming this September, Swamp Thing 
embarks on a hellish journey through 
the blackest and most forbidding places 
imaginable in search of the only thing 
that means anything to him. It’é @ story 
unlike you've ever read before, and one 
you'll definitely never forget. it's the 
second SAGA OF THE SWAMP THING 
ANNUAL (that’s right, an annuall), 
brought to you by Alan, Steve, and John 
and it's guaranteed to take you where 
you've never been before! This epic tale 
follows right on the heels of a three-part 
story commencing next month that's 80 
horrifying, it makes the Demon trilogy 
fook like a bedtime story!. Swamp 
Thing’s greatest and most fearsome foe 
is back—spreading @ wave of madness 
and death like a dark Messiah across the 
country. You wouldn’t want me to give 
away any more than | already have, so! 
won't, but let me just say that it's mighty 
scary stuff, and I'm serious. Steve and 


John are already tackling the art and , 


they'll be back with bells on next month. 
In the meantime, let‘me thank Shawn 
McManus for an art job superbly done 
this issue. I've said everything I've had 
0 say, 80 let’s hear what you have to 
say. Thanks for reading and we'll see 
you next month—Karen. 
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Dear DC Gang: 

1 can’t put this letter off any longer! 
I've been enjoying SWAMP THING lately 
too much not to let you know it. 

Stephen Bissette and John Totleben 
have been turning out absolutely first- 
fate art for a while now. i suspect this 
isn’t the usual artist/inker team at all, 
but two people who really work together 
to turn out what is frequently @ 
breathtaking product. Am I right? 

But it took the scripts of Alan Moore 
to give that beautiful artwork an at- 
mosphere in which to truly shine. Moore 
is, to my liking, the rising star on DC's 
horizon. | can’t think of a comics writer 
whose work has made as immediate an 
impact on me since Chris Claremont’s 
early X-Men work. ; 

What Alan has done to the Swamp 
Thing mythos in just a handful of issues 
is incredible. Ironically, considering the 
changes he’s introduced to the lead 
character, what he's done is breathe 
new life in Swampy—even if Swampy 
turns out to have been a plant all along! 
What a brilliant concept that is, and 
what's even better, | can’t begin to 


] 
second-guess where Alan will take the 
series from here. That puts SWAMP 
THING at the top of my must-read list 
monthly, and with all of the great comics 
coming out these days, that's saying 

something! 
So. here’s my delayed thanks to 


on the creative team of 
SWAMP THING for services above and 


‘beyond my expectations! 
Keep it up—please! 
Regards, 
deff Geib 
1916 Havemeyer Lane 


. Redondo Beach, CA 80278 
You're absolutely right about the art 
team, Jeff. Steve and John take ultra- 
care in producing SWAMP THING each 
month, often having lengthy dis- 
cussions about how to handle @ story. 
Each issue is truly a collaborative effort. 
And if that isn't enough, our two artists 
also contribute endless plot ideas in 
their correspondence with Alan, the 
Demon storyline being one. 
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Dear Editor, 

fread SOST 420 and wept at the tragic 
fate of the Swamp Thing. | wanted to 
write and tell you how wonderful that 
story was. | decided, however, to wait. 
After all, it was obvious that there was 
more to the story; maybe | should wait 
until it was all out and then write, | 
thought. 

(read SOST #21 and wept again atthe 
tragic fate of the Swamp Thing and 
shuddered in horror at the results of the 
Floronic Man‘s vengeance. Now, | told 
myself, write to these peopie; tell them 
how good this story was. Again, | kept 
myself restrained. 

1 read SOST #22; | shuddered and 
wept anew. | finally broke down. | can 
wait no longer. This was easily the best 
comic book | read this month, just like 
the other two issues were. 

Alan Moore's script, Bissette and 
Totleben’s art, Wood's colors, Klein's 
letters, and, of course, Len Wein's 
editing came together in such wonder- 
ful harmony. The SAGA OF THE 
SWAMP THING has truly become a 
horror story. The grisly reference to 
“Hollandaise sauce” stands out es- 
pecially. 

These last three issues have proven 
that it isn’t monsters and things going 
bumpin the dark that make a tale a 
horror story. All that’s required is a 
dedicated creative staff and the ability to 
make the reader care about the pro- 
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tagonist(s), | hope the Swamp Thing 

finds Dr, Holland’s humanity. After all, 

we've had plénty of proof that it does 

exist, even if it is trapped in a plant that 
is simply trying to be Alec Holland. 

Needless to say, | am eagerly await: 

ing SOST #23. iam sure that | will once 

again shudder and weep. I'm really look- 

ing forward to it. 

Sincerely, 

Myron Harrod 

3208 Teton Ct. 

Lexington, KY 40502 
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Dear Editor, 

\ just have to congratulate you on the 
fabulous SOTST issues by Alan Moore, 
Steve Bissette, and John Totieben these 
past few months. | was flipping through 
#22, “Swamped,” and my eyes nearly 
popped out of the sockets with the sight 
of the splash page. Hey, these two 
artists are great!! Bissette puts so much 
detail into his work, it's awonder hecan 
make the deadlines. Alan Moore's 
stories are fabulous, not your average 
“flat plots. He's doing so much recently 
in Swampy’'s life, it’s hard to believe: 
Swampy dying, his autopsy, rooting into 
the swamp, introducing the Floronic 
Man—and he’s just getting started! | 
love the reintroduction of Abby and Matt 
and hope they stay in as permanent cast 
members! The cover of #22 was really 
nice, also. 

Sincerely, 

Jeff Dyer 

Rt. 1 Box 17-C 

Peosta, IA 62068 

Alan has definite plans for Abby and 

Matt, Jeff, and you can bet they won'tbe 

quite the same people once he's finish- 
ed with them. 


Dear Swamp Sages, 

Transitions. They‘re a must, | keep 
telling myself. When Marty Pasko 
passed on the mantle to Alan Moore, | 
honestly wasn’t sure if this mag would 
sink or swim, but after reading last 
issue's “Anatomy Lesson” and this 
month’s “Swamped,” | still can’t-get 
over the incredible find you‘ve got in 
Alan Moore. His style and flair is 
comparable to Stephen King’s, and 
Alec's nightmare to “An American 
Werewolf in London.” The shifts 
between dreams and feality in 
“Swamped” captured the essence of . 


Swamp Thing, especially his conversa- 
tion with the skull. That scene has gotto 
be destined to make this issue a classic 
among Swamp Thing classics! 
| like the moving role Abigail is play- 
ing in the life of Alec, and | especially 
diked what Alan did for Jason Woodrue. 
Till now, I’ve always thought he was a 
“blah” villain in other DC titles, but Alan 
has transformed him into a walking, 
talking, three-dimensional horror. 
Steve Bissette and John Totlebén’s 
mood-setting art matches Alan's script 
perfectly. They know how to please the 
eye one minute and shock the next! | 
also liked Tom Yeates’ cover, as it 
contained a lot of memorabilia for 
Swamp Fans. 
I'm very anxious to get the next issue 
and see what takes root next! 
Neil Ahiquist 
Minneapolis, MN 


Dear Editor, 

What can | say? I'm totally blown away 
by #22. Alan Moore has fulfilied the 
expectations (nay, the hopes) | had for 
him on this title. Combine his work with 
the effective, eerie, and sometimes 
disturbing art of Steve Bissette and 
John Totleben and you have a mag that 
is, well, going to blow a lot of people 
away. Now if only they can keep it up. 
This mag was quite good before, Now it 
has a chance to become truly outstand- 
ing, to become (again) a genuine land- 
mark in comics history. You've gota way 
to go to achieve such lofty status, but 
there are few mags that show even a 
glimmer of such potential. 

SWAMP THING has been called a 
“monster mag,” but I've always thought 
that it could not be so easily categor- 
ized, that it was more than that. It is a 
uniquely flexible concept. and can be 
used to tell “simple” human stories. 
Moore's idea of ST-as-true-plant has 
not hurt this humanness. Far from it—it 
has actually opened up new avenues of 
exploration. In an individual human’s 
existence, there is always the possi- 
bility for despair. In fact, despair is 
almost an inevitable fact of life.. But 
being the remarkably resilient beings 
that we are, most of us succumb only 
temporarily to despair, then recover to 
carry on as best we can. But some are 
fated (condemned?) to fall more deeply, 
more fully, more permanently into 
despair. This is what has happened to 
Alec Holland. (For he is still Alec 
Holland. The only thing that has chang- 
éd is his perception of his humanity and 
his conception of how he might regain 
what he has lost.) Alec has thrown 
himself fully into despair. Ironically, his 
very act of trying to give up being human 
Confirms that he, even if he is a plant, is 
truly and essentially human. He may 
seem at one with the swamp now, but 
I'm sure that a spark of humanity still 
dwells within him, just as a flicker of 
hope always burns even in the midst of 
the blackest despair. | fee! that Alec will 
tecover and assert his individuality, thus 
Proving to himself and to us thatregard- 


less of form he'is, at core, as‘human as 
any of.us—maybe more, 

Yours truly, 

“T.M. Maple” 

Toronto, Canada 
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Dear Swamp Masters: 

Ever since issue #17 I have written a 
letter every month. praising your book 
but haven't had the nerve to mail them, 
but efter reading issue #22 | can remain 
silent no.longer. Issue #22 was the best 
Swamp Thing. story since the old 
Wrightson and Wein era. Hold on, I take 
that back. The whole Moore, Bissette, 
and Totleben run so far is as good asthe 
Wrightson and Wein period. A story or 
novel depends-on the writing to make it 
good and so does a comic, but great art 
can turn an average storyline into a 
great comic work, as in some issues of 
THE NEW TEEN TITANS andthe X-MEN. 


Yet the SWAMP THING has great art—. 


Bissette and Totleben make each page 
frameable. As evidenced on pages #2, 9, 
13, and 16 inissue 22. Their art looks so 
realistic and lifelike that it looks more 
like snapshots than an artistic work. 
Swampy looks more fearsome and 
tragic than ever under their expert 
hands, and Abigail Arcane drawn under 
them has to be the most beautiful 
female in comics. Their art may even be 
better than Wrightson’s, but don’t let my 
friend Mason hear that, or my house 
may be torched or something. 

Alan Moore has dared what | think no 
other author has, and thatistochangea 
known origin (Swampy’s). | think that 
the new origin, makes’ the SWAMP 


. THING even more tragic than before. | 


know you'll come under heavy criticism 
for abandoning the old origin and the 
fact that in the last few issues of the old 
mag Swampy was back as Alec Holland, 
but | think it’s great. | think it would be 
very original if you even kept Swampy 
rooted in the swamp. Imagine the main 
character of the mag not even there, 
well, maybe you could have Abby water 
him once in a while, but then you could 
focus on the supporting characters and 
then in @ year or two bring Swampy 
back. Well, anyway, as long as the 
SWAMP THING is this good, I'll write 
every month. 
Sincerely, 
Jose (Hose) Martinez 
12 Tudor Lane 
Bel Air, MD 21014 
P.S. Keep Abby'and Matt in the mag or 
else! 
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Dear Thingers, 

With JONAH HEX and SAGA OF THE 
SWAMP THING, .DC has some of the 
best non-super-hero titles in comics 
today. Some things worry me, though. 
For one,. it seems that when a truly 
unusual book comes out that l enjoy, it 
doesn't last. | know that Swampy is 
“healthy,” but darn it, just as it is really 
beginning to cook, | am waiting to see 
how long it lasts. So far, I've been 
pleasantly surprised. 


Alan Moore is a find! His prose again 
offsets the creepy art. Algo, itseems he 
has done his homework, offering an 
origin that's believable. Worms...ickl 

“Swamped” was probably the best 
single book I've read in a while, and the 
whole Woodrue series was truly an 
exercise in the horror of dark thoughts 
and despair. I've read the series a few 
times. What a film it would makel 

Now that Swampy is, forever 
separated from Holland, I'd like to see 
some real dismemberment! Swampy 
should get more reckiess and have that 
“nothing to lose” mentality typical of a 
desperate person. He knows he'll never 
be human, and that nothing can really 
hurt him. | think more mind trips 
(fantasies, dreams) are in order for Mr. 
Thing. 

Spookily, 

David Steinberg 

89-35 Moline Street 

Bellerose, NY 11428 

Dismemberment, hey? Not here, Davids 

We'd like to think our way of presenting 

horror is more subtle than. graphic. 

Leaving you to imagine something 

horrible usually makes the impact of 

terror, fear, and disgust that. much 
greater. , 


Dear Alan, Stephen, and John, 

After following this magazine's 
progress since ail of this creative team 
began working together on this book, 
I've come to find SWAMP THING to be 
absolutely, positively one of coimic- 
dom’s premiere efforts. Very, very few 
books hold this kind of quality... DC has. 
a big winner here. This book surpris- 
ingly has yet to get rave reviews and 
become a “fan favorite.” twill soon; the 
audience can’t ignore it. The current 
SWAMP THING groupies are getting 
master storytelling each month in the 
meantime. Perhaps, since Len and 
Berni worked miracles on the old series, 
people don’t pick up SWAMPY because 
they feel that great degree of excellence 
can't be touched. Maybe that’s true. | 
loved those epics as much as anyone, 
but look how people miss them now. 
Some will undoubtedly miss these 
stories when they too are comic history. 
| feel the creative team of Alan Moore, 
Stephen Bissette, and John Totleben 
@re marvelously talented and will ° 
become true legends themselves. Not 
since Len and Berni has a inystery book 
been so eerie, so baffling, so welldrawn. © 
The artwork rivals any in comics, and . 
Surpasses @ good nine-tenths of all 
comic art...so detailed to the very 
animals in the swamp. Alan writes like a 
madman. He is money in the bank. I'm 
certain Len is quite impressed. I’ hope 
I'm not alone in my feelings. SAGA OF - 
THE SWAMP THING is great, and only 
pray the team of Alan, Stephen, and 
John stay together for years to come, 
Thank you. 

Mark Waldman 
9639 Amigo Avenue 
Northridge, CA 91324 © 
Judging from the tons of mail we get on 
the book, Mark, it's safe to say you're not 
alone in your feelings! 


SELL CARDS & GIFTS FAGM FREE SALES ALBU 


GO, GO, GO.. WITH CAPTAIN “O"1 you pay nothing... owe nothing... return 
PICK YOUR PRIZE from Olympic’s FREE full- nothing! You get full membership information 
color Prize Catalog! OR KEEP CASH — $1.00 for and all sales material FREE! 
every item sold! it's easy to earn PRIZES or SO DON'T WAIT! Call our Captain “O” oper- 
CASH by selling Imprinted Christmas Cards and ator TOLL FREE now, or mail us your name, ad- 
Stationery, All Occasion Cards and Gifts from dress and zip code TODAY! 
Olympics FREE 1984 Sales Album! 

4 Show your Sales Album to friends, relatives, OLYMPIC SALES CLUB, INC. 
neighbors. Anyone’s a prospect! With Olympic, . Dept. 84N' Enfield, ct 06082 
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CASSETTE 
" RECORDER-PLAYER 
Sell 23 Items. 


POSABLE Sell 13 items yipeo GAME SYSTEM i 
‘STUFFED BEAR Sell 90 Items 


Sell 13 Items Qe Iifewes 
r i fj t) GEWALKIE~ 
TALKIE SET WITH 
MORSE CODE 


ZIPPER CARRY- a ‘ 
per CAR Sell 19 It 
: Sell 7 items 
HUGGABLE 66 
Sell 11 items ¢ : re} 68 Items _— KONG. 


POWER 
= WEB 
Sell 2 tems a ane EE =e 
rs Sell 13 tems 


GRQDAK GE SC SCO 
MERA OUTFIT MICROSCOPE Las 
Sali 33 Items Sell 15 ttems 


& DRAGONS 
AEN 8 ite GAME - —— A ty RS Nes RED 
tems. LER FLEXIBLE Fu 
: MODELS : Sell 13 Items Boeker oi “SaiculaTon 


ts DIGITAL CLOCK RADIO Ny 
Sell 24 Item: 


iS ‘ : Rad, S nt , ; é 
RADIO- ; —= IN Z \ Ye S KOPY 
‘CONTI ‘CAMARO BLACKSTONE {fF} 3 KAT GAME 
Sonat hee = MAGIC SHOW SET uP 5 CHRONO-ALARM 
Gear annes 1 } Sell 10 items. s\ 2) > ogre Sell 12 Items 
KET. ~ ‘STEREO’ RADIO Bux \ a SOUNDS CAMERA p 
CAI CHRONO WATCH. STYLE BICYCLE sant MIGROBHONE: Sell 20 Items 


S 
<B, ~Sell 34 items Sell 75 tems Sell 9 items 


es 
> at : 
. “CRAY OR BRUSH" ‘SPH 
PAL Sell 10 tems (gishine ouTelt 
ell 17 ttems' 


WR WEATHER BANDS g 
Sell 16 Items — SENIOR 


GAMERA OUTFIT betOKe KNIFE CHEST 

&D Soll 23 items Sali 9 Items TEMMLER 
——————~ sTEMMLER 
GLASS BOW 
ARCHERY SET 

Sell 15 Items 


Sally 


She or another 
CAPTAIN “O” 
operator is waiting 
to rush your name, 
‘ i : address and ZIP 
% Service available in 48 24 Bs Vat) Becie 4 CODE to us. 
United States and Puerto i 4 —= ‘ 
Rico. Alaska and Hawaii ae Vase ~ % 4 *® PLEASE 


please reply by mail. - operators can take 


name and address only... 
CANNOT answer 
questions, 


NOT FOR 
SUNDAY 
DRIVERS! 


Terry Labonte’s 
Piedmont 
Monte Carlo 


Detailed Chevrolet 
racing engine 


Bob Glidde: 


Thunderbird Full rolicage 


“Boss 492” 
Full Ford engine 
rollcage — 
Simulated steels 
racing wheels 
Dry sump 
oil system 


They’re fast! Some of the Frank 


Reher & Morrison 
2 laconio’s Camaro 
fastest machines on track OF — rickesmin's “Camaro igen Mountain 
Thunderbird 


Dew Regal 


strip. Grand National stock cars 
and Pro Stock dragsters. And 
now you can build them yourself. : mar 
Monogram makes ‘em. And a 
Monogram makes ’em so real 


® 
you'll think you’re behind the IA onocram 


wheel. Grab a Grand National. 
Pick up a Pro Stock and head for Monogram Models, Inc. Morton Grove, IL 60053 


victory lane. You’ve got a DESIGNED FOR DETAIL. 
Monogram racer. BUILT FOR FUN 


Authentically detailed. Parts molded in color. 
Realistic decals included in each kit. 


Details may be painted to match photo. Assembly required. 
© 1984, Monogram Models, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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VIDEO GAM 


© Intellivision, Inc. 1983 ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 


: Quality ° 


